
PRE-PRIMARY 
Our Pre-Primary Team would like to WELCOME you to our program.  We are looking 
forward to meeting all of our new families and building relationships with each of you. 
This year we will be eager to learn about your summer adventures, but also getting to 
know each of you for the uniqueness you will bring to our classroom.  This year will be 
full of FUN, laughter, learning, discovery and problem solving. We are all excited to 
share what happens in our daily journeys together, so please never hesitate to reach 
out to any of us. 

Pre Primary does not focus on academics but rather on building life skills that children 
will carry with them for the rest of their lives. Play gives children the opportunity to 
naturally learn skills such as problem solving, choices, negotiating, sharing ideas, 
independence, and self regulation. Play provides opportunities for children to learn as 
they discover, create, improvise and imagine.  

First Day-  On the first day your child will arrive at school and meet their class. Location 
will be decided in the fall.. On your first day you will need to bring: a Lunch, indoor 
shoes, a change of clothes, and a water bottle Pick up will be at 2pm and we will be at 
the same spot that you met us in the morning. 

Drop off - The Pre-Primary Program will be starting their day at 8:05 am. You will drop 
your child off at the designated area where Pre-Primary staff will meet you.  Please 
speak to one of the Pre-Primary staff before dropping your child to ensure we have 
marked your child in attendance and have them in our care. 

Bussing- Any family that plans to take the bus does not need to create a BusPlanner 
Parent portal account. HRCE will send an email in August to all eligible families to 
activate their account and allow you to review bus information  

Your child will be required to wear a mask while on the bus. The first two rows on the 
bus will be for preprimary as they will be the ones with seatbelts. A parent is responsible 
to buckle their child in on the bus in the morning. A teacher will unbuckle the child when 
they arrive at school. A teacher will place children back on the bus at the end of the day. 
In order for a child to get off the bus at their stop an adult must come on the bus and 
unbuckle their child. If there is no adult at the bus stop the child will not be allowed to 



get off the bus. The child will be brought back to the school to wait with a teacher until 
an adult has been contacted. 

Safe Arrival-  If you know your child will not be attending school any particular day 
please let the Pre Primary staff know in advance or call the safe arrival number. This will 
ensure the safety of your child making it to school. The number for safe arrival is (902) 
864-7548. 

Late Arrival- If you arrive after the program start time of 8:05am you are considered late 
and will need to let the office know that you have arrived and follow all COVID-19 
protocols.  Parents are not permitted inside schools under Public Heath guidelines. You 
will need to call the school and a Pre-Primary Early Childhood Educator will need to 
meet you outside. If you plan on coming part way through the program day this must be 
planned and coordinated so you can be met outside.  We encourage all families to be 
on time and ready for the start of the day when all children are arriving for Pre-Primary 
and staff are already outside. 

Morning & Afternoon Snack - Snack will be provided twice per day in our Pre-primary 
program; we will serve a fruit and /or vegetable with every snack plus another food 
group. Please let us know if there are any diet restrictions and/or food allergies. Snacks 
will be offered in an individual capacity to support the non-spread of COVID-19.  Food 
will not be shared between children.  

Lunch- Lunch is not provided and must come from home. We do not have access to a 
microwave. We recommend using a thermos to keep your food warm. 

Pick Up Authorization- it is very important if someone new is coming to pick up your 
child that we are aware. We ask that you provide written permission with the persons 
name. The person who is picking up will be required to show ID upon the first pick up. 

Pick Up- The Pre-Primary Program finishes the day at 2 p.m. We plan to be outside 
daily in the morning and the afternoon.  Morning drop off and afternoon pick up will be 
outdoors on school property. Your children's backpacks, and daily belongings, will be 
with them outside.  Pre-Primary staff will sign out your child daily. Pick up location will be 
determined in the fall.  



Extra Clothing- Throughout their time in preprimary your children will participate in a 
variety of messy play. We ask that you pack one or two changes of clothes that can be 
left at school in a labeled large ziplock bag. Please include a shirt, underwear, a pair of 
pants, and socks. 

Label Clothing- We ask that you please label all your child's belongings. Items such as 
clothes (especially outdoor clothes) tend to get misplaced and mixed together. When 
children have their names on their items this makes it easy to prevent missing items. 

Toys from home - Due to Covid 19 we ask that we leave all toys from home at home. 
We understand that the children need a comfort item when entering new environments 
and we are willing to work with families to accommodate a smooth transition. We can 
work together to find an alternate item, such as a picture or another item to help 
supports the child’s needs.  

Storm/PD Days - The Pre-Primary Program follows the Halifax Regional Center of 
Education academic calendar. There will be no Pre Primary when there is no school. 
Please refer to the 2021-2022 calendar for dates. 

Blooms- We will be using the Blooms app that can be downloaded on your smart phone 
as a way to communicate. This app will allow us to share pictures, post 
announcements, and send messages. There will be more information on this app in the 
fall. 

Contact- If you have any questions please contact the Pre Primary lead teachers 
Kelleigh Doyle or Cristy Peniche. Feel free to reach out by email.  

  Email: kelleigh.doyle@hrce.ca 

   MCPencichePerez@hrce.ca 
We can't wait to meet you and begin our Pre-Primary adventure, we are going to 

have a great year together!!  
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