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School Advisory Council
Meeting Minutes


Present: Jennifer Cholock (Principal), Kara MacGillivray (Vice Principal), Tasha Tetanish, Karen Campbell, Jessica Duncan, Erin Van Dusen, Melissa Moore, Lorna Trethewey, and Kathryn Fox
Regrets: Sacha Hanrahan, Heather Nolan, Jen Corey, Lorna Trethewey, Meghan Russell, Colleen Kay, Jolene Eastman,
Chair: Erin Van Dusen
Secretary: Karen Campbell
	ITEM
	NOTES
	ACTIONS

	Call to Order 
	Meeting called to order by Jennifer Cholock
	

	Review & Approval of minutes
	Erin Van Dusen
	

	

	Short Cycle Planning
	· Short Cycle Planning in Literacy and Math continues
· As of 2 weeks ago all children have been screened in Primary

· Grades 1 and 2- Great gains in fluency

· Interventions in place for those that need it- based upon areas of need 

· 2 literacy teachers supporting small group instruction – Ms. Gibson and Ms. Kay

· Children who no longer need the short cycle intervention were moved off 

· Staff meeting occurred and discussed the use of manipulatives and how they can benefit all students 

· Math coach Matthew Little also using manipulatives to support math literacy 
	

	African Heritage Month

	· Happens in the month of February

· A lot of great conversations happening in classrooms

· Movement towards doing better so histories don’t repeat themselves 

· Recognize people of African ancestry doing great things

· Daily fact being shared every day for black history


	

	Attendance

	· Late arrivers- seeing an improvement 
· Had conversations with parents who have been arriving late

· Some parents have moved from driving to taking the bus to ensure kids are getting to school on time 
	

	BINGO
	· In May have to book dates to use the school
· Need to reach out to HRM Rec to see if another day can be used 

· May be able to get something in June 

· Money will be refunded if can’t get a date, in this case:
-Food will be used for Spring Fling

-Prizes can be saved for next year 

· May be able to take money off Spring Fling ticket if needing to do reimbursement
	

	Well-Being
	·  All classroom presentations happened
· Went very well
	

	SAC Innovation Grant
	· Deadline last year was June 2025
· Field is owned by HRCE- not HRM

· Need to have an idea of what we are going to do before having someone out from HRCE to assess the space if this is something to be explored 

· Other suggestions: 

-Updating the playground near the dumpsters

-Adding murals 
· Plan created to establish a committee to further explore ideas 
	

	Pre-Primary and Primary Registration
	· Have 10 children separate from pre-primary that have registered for primary
· PowerSchool glitching and numbers not showing accurately for full report at time of this meeting
· Hoping for 3 primary classes next year

· Less than 2 weeks left to register before the end of February- this determines staffing allocation 
	

	Other Business 

	·  Lifetouch – Not confirmed for next year
-HRCE has been contacted regarding these contracts 
	

	Lockdown Drill
	· Took place before the tragedy in BC
· Went well and learning occurred when it comes to sweeping the hallway
	

	Next Meetings
	· April 22, 2026

· May 20, 2026
	

	Adjournment
	The meeting was adjourned by Jennifer
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